John 1 1539

The Word Became Human

In the beginning, the Word was already there. The Word was with
God, and the Word was God. *He was with God in the beginning.

*All things were made through him. Nothing that has been made was
made without him. “Life was in him, and that life was the light for all peo-
ple. *The light shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not under-
stood it.

°A man came who was sent from God. His name was John. "He came to
give witness about that light. He gave witness so that all people could
believe.

!John himself was not the light. He came only as a witness to the light.
°The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

“The Word was in the world that was made through him. But the world
did not recognize him. "He came to what was his own. But his own peo-
ple did not accept him.

2Some people did accept him. They believed in his name. He gave them
the right to become children of God. “To be a child of God has nothing
to do with human parents. Children of God are not born because of
human choice or because a husband wants them to be born. They are
born because of what God does.

“The Word became a human being. He made his home with us. We
have seen his glory. It is the glory of the one and only Son.

He came from the Father. And he was full of grace and truth.

John gives witness about him. He cries out and says, “This was the one
I was talking about. I said, ‘He who comes after me is more important
than I am. He is more important because he existed before I was born.””

*We have all received one blessing after another. God’s grace is not lim-
ited. "Moses gave us the law. Jesus Christ has given us grace and truth.

®No one has ever seen God. But God, the one and only Son, is at the
Father’s side. He has shown us what God is like.

John the Baptist Is Not the Christ

“The Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask John who he was.
John gave witness to them. *He did not try to hide the truth. He spoke
to them openly. He said, “I am not the Christ.”

#They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”

He said, “I am not.”

“Are you the Prophet we’ve been expecting?” they asked.

“No,” he answered.

2They asked one last time, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take
back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”

»John replied, using the words of Isaiah the prophet. John said, “I'm
the messenger who is calling out in the desert, ‘Make the way for the Lord
straight.”” @saiah 40:3)

#“Some Pharisees who had been sent *asked him, “If you are not the
Christ, why are you baptizing people? Why are you doing that if you
aren’t Elijah or the Prophet we’ve been expecting?”
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